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About devils and angels is the title of a new production from the award-winning ensemble Mi Loco Tango. It is an homage to Astor Piazzolla. This magnificent Tango-innovator dedicated an entire range of original compositions to the devil and the angels and scattered them in many of his publications. Today these little stories are for the first time combined and confronted by the ensemble Mi Loco Tango. 

“My stories mix Devils and Angels…you need to have a little of everything.”

That’s from the maestro of Tango Nuevo, Astor Piazzolla. Reason enough for the quartet from Frankfurt to use these stories for their second tango program. In the middle are the two cycles “Del Diablo” and “Del Angel” – rarely played pieces from the Argentinean composer.

The four musicians have already proved their virtuosity in recent years with works from Piazzolla for which they were awarded the World Music Prize “creole 2007” & laureate 2. Astor Piazzolla Festival “Libertango”. Devils and angels is the next step in the ensembles ride through the world of the Italian soundtrack. Through the use of their instruments they show how devious an angel and how magically appealing the devil can be. The violin howls like a werewolf, the double bass becomes a percussive, slashing instrument of torture, the piano heavenly and the bayan, at the top of its mastery, from the deepest register to the highest organ sounds. Mi Loco Tango creates a contrasting rainbow of sounds through the work of Astor Piazzolla and is not afraid to do the unexpected. For example, for the melodrama “El Tango” the quartet had the lyrics translated (by Rainer Dachselt) from the original Spanish (by the great Argentinian author Jorge Luis Borges) and invited the performer and director Willy Praml (he is the father of the double-bass player Gregor Praml) to their studio-sessions to work with him to achieve an absolute newness to the interpretation of Piazzolla’s work. Alberto Mompellio who worked with Mi Loco Tango as their convivial arranger of the movie music-album “II Cinema”: il Paradiso!” is again part of this recording and responsible for refining the arrangements to Adios Nonino and Mumuki which, through his Italian origins, have given a completely new meaning to tango Nuevo.

With their new album Del Diablo y del Angel Mi Loco Tango clearly shows that the tango they play comes from deep inside their heart and soul.

Mi Loco Tango on these recordings:
Adios Nonino
Our accordion player Vassily has introduced this piece to us before, in a special form. It is an arrangement for four accordions from the French accordion player Richard Galliano who was a close friend of Astor Piazzolla. At this time we had not yet worked with Alberto Mompellio as arranger, it is only through him that we had the idea to have this special version of the Piazzolla classic tailored for us. Through it this homage to Piazzolla´s father experiences a very new effect.

The Cycle “Del Angel”
Exactly as Adios Nonino, the recording of the four pieces of the Angles-cycle is a live recording from the radio city hall of the “Hessischer Rundfunk”. At this time we were able to complete the piece with the prelude Introduccion al Angel and it is Mi Loco Tango’s first performance of the complete Angels Suite. The sequence of two tranquil pieces in succession is a result of the story. Piazzolla was appointed as composer for the incidental music of a stage play and started his work full of enthusiasm. His music accompanies the story of an angel who protects the inhabitants of a tenement building. However the angel is caught by a villain and murdered. A small miracle is needed, but the angel will rise…

El Tango
We are very proud of this version of the melodrama El Tango. It is very distinct and did not exist in this form before. The German version, written by Rainer Dachselt from the lyrics by Jorge Luis Borges, is a perfect match. It meets the premise exactly as intended by Piazzolla, and enables the German listener who does not understand the Spanish language, to take part and experience this homage to the ancestors of the tango. Willy Praml loaned us his voice, the voice we wanted for it from the first moment.

Mumiki
Alberto Mompellio, in top form, made the opening of this piece possible by staging it for violin and double bass, (In Piazzolla`s original the preamble is written for a solo electric-guitar but we do not have this instrument in our ensemble). Laura Escalada-Piazzolla, the widow of the composer was extremely impressed when we played it to her during the competition “Libertango” in Italy. Mumuki is her nickname.

The Cycle “Del Diablo”
The passion of the tango paired with modern classic components is established in the devils cycle. It is enthralling and exciting to play and to hear. Especially when after the provoking preamble piece Tango del Diablo where real fireballs fly, the erotic and sweet atmosphere of the Romance del Diablo comes. However, there is no escape, even if the devil hides behind a beautiful face, in the end it is wild again, wilder than ever, Vayamos al Diablo, such an invocation can hardly be better expressed in music.

Contrabajisimo
We put Contrabajisimo as the last piece in our stage program, because this small symphony (it is over 10 minutes long) was played on speakers throughout the whole cemetery “Jardin de Paz” in Buenos Aires during Piazzolla’s funeral. It is here, almost the last piece, because it combines everything musical that represents Piazzolla beautifully. Typical scenes emerge again, wander through each instrument and finally the double bass gets a primary role as a melodic instrument.

Casapueblo
Numerous people have talked to us about this piece when they heard us playing it. Obviously it has magical power. It is probably the mixture of the monotone backing provided by the double-bass (countless beats played simply in A in slow 4/4 time) and the beautiful guiding of the melody through the other three instruments who literally drift away with it. But the question is, is it the devils or the angels whose fingers are playing?
www.milocotango.de
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